THE MINISTER AND POLAND'S POLICY
in any scheme for the partition of Chechoslovakia. To
him, the restitution of Cieszyn-Silesia was simply the
settlement of a problem bequeathed to him by Marshal
Pilsudski, or, as he put it in his speech to the Seym on that
occasion, ** the restoration of Cieszyn-Silesia, that ancient
Polish land, within the frontiers of the Republic."
The last exemplification of Colonel Beck's diplomacy
which can be taken up in this book is the Anglo-Polish
Agreement and certainly it constitutes a very fitting con-
clusion to this estimate of a policy. For, as has been
pointed out in our introductory remarks, the relations
between Great Britain and Poknd have hitherto been of
a curiously mixed character. In the earlier and middle
years of the nineteenth century Poland was the rallying
call in Britain for all who loved liberty and hated despot-
ism. In 1863 the Trade Unions were willing that their
country should fight for the Polish cause; and lecturers
went all over the country telling of Poland's many
struggles for freedom. Then came a pause, when it
appeared to be in the interest of the country to cultivate
relations with Russia, even though at times it was
chafing for Liberal governments to do so, and though
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, at a later date, was
compelled to cry out: " The Duma is dead! Long live
the Duma! " At the beginning of the War there were
not many in England who thought of Poland, and at the
Peace Conference, and afterwards, it seems certainly true
that she had not enlisted any surplus of sympathy on the
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